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Canadian Corps should form part of the Second army. This move-
ment began on November 17, each army advancing with two corps in
front, marching in several nearly parallel columns. This long march
was conducted by easy stages. The German frontier was crossed on
December 4, and Cologne reached by the leading troops on December
10. The bridge-head at Mayence was occupied by French troops and
that at Coblenz by Americans.

OPERATIONS ON ITALIAN FRONT, 1918.

During the early part of the year there were few engagements of
much importance on this front. Austrian attempts to cross the lower
Piave failed without exception.

On June 15 their long expected offensive commenced on a front
of ninety miles, extending from the Asiago plateau to the shores of
the Adriatic. In the sector of the Brenta they succeeded in pene-
trating the first three lines of Italian intrenchments taking many
prisoners. Their advance was finally checked on the 17th. Else-
where after crossing the river they were held up close to its banks.
The Austrians reported the capture of 30,000 prisoners and 120 guns,
and the Italians stated that they had taken 9,000 Austrians. Very
heavy rains then came to the assistance of the Italians, causing a
complete suspension of operations. The Piave river rose rapidly and
carried away several bridges, leaving large bodies of Austrian troops
on the right bank, separated from their reserves and supplies. The
situation of these forces became very perilous, but they succeeded in
retiring across the river on the night of June 22, at most points, not
without heavy losses. In a series of successful operations on June
24 and 25 the Italians reported the capture of 18,000 prisoners.
On July 6 the Austrians were forced out of positions near the mouth
of the Piave which they had held since November, 1917. In October
the situation on the western front had become so promising that
Marshal Foch directed a general Italian offensive on the Upper Piave
by which he anticipated that the Austrian forces might be separated
and defeated in detail. The main attack began on the night of
October 26-27, in which the Tenth British army under Lord Cavan
participated in conjunction with two Italian armies. The passage
of the river was forced, and after two days hard fighting, the Austrians
were driven from their main positions. On October 31 the allied
armies reached the line of the Livenza, advancing on a very wide
front. Then the Austrians requested an armistice which was refused.
They were rapidly driven across that river and their retreat practically
became a rout. Udine and Belluno were retaken, and the Taglia-
mento was crossed on November 2 so quickly as to prevent the
Austrians from taking up a new position behind that river. An
armistice was concluded on November 3, by which the total demobili-
zation of the whole Austro-Hungarian army and the evacuation of
all territories invaded by them was agreed upon. During their
advance the allied armies had taken three hundred thousand prisoners
and five thousand guns. The overthrow of Austria as a military
power was complete.



